1 ’ I T H E S, 1 R E L A N D. 



-(!.)- 

COPIES of the CoRUESPuNDENCJi between Gerald Dease, Esq., a Magistrate of 
the County of JVedmealh,. and Sir WiUiam. Gosset^ relative to the Levying, 
with tlic Assistance of the Police and Militauy, certain Tithes which only 
became due on ist May last ; and also as to the Costs charged on that 
occasion. 



-( 2 .)- 

COPY of a Letter from Sir William Gosset to the Rev. W. Ry(la\ dated 
23 March 1833, objecting to the Billeting of Soldiers for the purpose 
of gaining an Entrance into Houses to Distrain for Tithes. 



-( 3 .)- 

COPY of a Lf.tter from Sir William Gosset to Major Miller, dated 6 May 
1833, relative to the Assistance required by the Incumbent of the Union of 
Kiltallagh to enforce the May Gale of Tithes. 



-( 4 .)- 

COPY of a Letter from Sir William Gosset to the Rev. P. M. Cummins, at 
Reynolds’s Hotel, Sackvillc-strcet, Dublin, dated 25 May 1833, relative to the 
Collection of his Tithes. 



Irish OITice, London, \ 
22 June 1833. / 



G. TRUNDLE. 



CAfr. Chapman.) 



Ordered, hy The House of Commons, to be Printed, 

26 June 1833. 
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CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO 



Corres[jomleiicc 
bulwoen Gerald 
Dense, l'>q. and 
Sir Win. CJnssct. 



TITHES, IRELAND. 



N“ 1. 

COPIES of the Coehespondence between Gerald Beasc, Esq., a Magistrate of 
the County of Westmeath, and Sir Wm. Gosset, relative to the Levying" with the 
Assistance of the Police and Militart, certain Tithes which only became 
due on 1st May last'; and also as to the Costs charged on that occasion. 



JMo. 1.— (A.) 

LET^TER from Gerald Dense, Esq. to Sir Wm, Gosset. 

, Tarhotstown, 14 May iStT 

Having been applied to as a niagistrate b, Mr. Kellett, who is deputed by the 
Marquee oni cstiiieath to collect Tithes due to ins Lordship in this neighbourhood 

and having declined to co-operate with him in the mode he required, and which has 
been acceded to by two other magistrates, I think it doe to myself to lay before his 
Excellency the Lord Ijeutenunt the correspondence I have had on the siibiect 
througn the tncdinin of Chlet Constable Hemsworth, stationed in Ca.sllepollard'^ ’ 
I have further to remark, that the mode adopted by Mr. Kellett to collect Tithe 
13 universally considered m this neighbourhood to be tyrannical and unjust in the 
extreme. He demands all Tithe due to his Lordship up to the 1st of May^ inclusive 
and without ever having served any personal notice on any individual he enforces 
costs on almost every one to the amount of 1 9 s. 1 1 d. In most instances the yearly 
Tithe in this parish and neighbourhood docs not amount to 1 and is never payable 
until haivest ; on this small sum he enforces in addition nearly 1 1 . costs. From some 
who pay larger sums be demands no costs, and in my own 'instance who paid him 
I 3 f. 17 .S- no costs were required. He refuses to give any one a copy or original 

thieatens those who do not pay on the spot 2 /. 5 j. costs. Conduct so oppressive 

I consider most calculated to produce disturbance, and will lay the foundation of 
interminable hatred to lilhes in this neiglibourhood. What makes it peculiarly 
^lous at this inonient is the contrast drawn between his Lordship and the Rev 
Ml. Browne, the rector, who demands no Tithe later than November last ; enforces 
no costs; 011 the contrary, has withdrawn them ivhcn incurred, and uses neither 
police nor inilitary to collect them. He attends either in person or by his agent 

m ‘l ) “"d receives them at the convenience of 

he pool, and vil , I am satlshed, be paid the whole of what is due to him. In the 
eighbourbood of Old Castle, near here, where the police wore employed to collect 
Iithes under the direction of Mr. Naper, n. i.. no costs were demanded. I am 
very anxious to know from you whether such costs are legal, as I am constantly 
applied to on the subject, and am unable to give any answer. As Mr. Kelled 

II catens to apply to Government, and has probably communicated with the Mar- 

his Fvre^r I °'i " 7, 1 feel justified in laying a true statement before 
his Excellency and should have done it through the usual channel of the Lord 
Lieutenant of the county, were he not a principal in the transaction. 



I have, &c. 



(aigoed) 



Gerald Dease, J. P. 



Copies of LE 1 TERS between Gerald Dcase, J. P., Chief Constable Hemswffrih 
and Mr. Kellett, fithe Agent to the Marquess of JVestmeath. 



LETTER from Mr. Hemsxocrth to Mr. Dease. 

T , Castlepollard, 12 Mav 1833. 

1 HAVE been called upon by Mr. Kellett to afford him prote< :tion to-morrow 
while employed m the collection of Tithe for the Marquess of Westmealh., He 

states 
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EMPLOYMENT OF MILITARY IN TITHE COLLECTIOK. 



states it to be his intention to proceed to the parish of Mayne, and as you are the Correspondence 
magisli-ate residing on the spot, I request to be informed will it be your convenience between Gerald 
to take the coiniimnd ot the military and police parties foi that duty. We were sir^wT^^Gossel 
accompanied by Mr. Pollard yesterday, as the collection lay in his more immediate . 

neighbourhood. Eleven o’clock is the hour appointed for our march; but it will 
be necccssary in the first instance that you should write a requisition to the officer 
commanding the troops here. 

I liave, &c. 

J. Ilemworlh, C. C. 



Mr. Dense s Answer to the foregoing. 

Sir, Tarbotstown, 12 May 1833. 

In reply to your letter I beg to state, that I have been for some days engaged to 
meet Mr. Naper at Old Castle to-morrow on business relative to the school, of 
which establishment I am a joint trustee with him ; should mv assistance, hov^ever, 
be required as a magistrate I am ready to aft^brd it; at the same time I am so con- 
vinced that no opposition will be made to the payment of the Tithe to the Marquess 
of Westmeath in this parish that I do not deem the use of military or police neces- 
sary, and should ^Ir. Kelleit be disposed to collect Tithes in this parish to-morrow 
I am willing to accompany him at any hour he pleases, and am satisfied he will be 
as successful and secure as if he were accompanied by an armed force. I beg you 
will let me know before nine o’clock to-morrow whether this proposal meets Mr. 
Kellett’s approbation, and if so, when and where I shall meet him. 

I remain, &c. 

(signed) Gerald Dease. 

To which letter I received one from Mr. Kellett, addressed to Mr. Hemsworth, 
and enclosed by him to me. 



Mr, Kellcit's Letter to Mr. Hemsworth, forwarded by him to Mr. Dense. 

Sir, 

In consequence of the priest of the parish having refused to pay his titlie due 
to the Marquess of Westmeath, and having heard of violent language being this 
day used by said priest at chapel declaratory of his determination not to pay, I do 
feel, notwithstanding the dift’erent opinions expressed in Mr. Dease’s letter now 
before me, it would be quite unsafe to go out unprotected by a strong force. 
I shall therefore not go out at all if unattended by a sufficient party to prevent 
a possibility of such a recurrence as that of yesterday, when an absolute rescue was 
made, of which I am ready to make affidavit, and but that I was armed I should 
have considered myself in imminent danger. If I find it necessary to apply to 
Government in case of the magistrates of the neighbourliood declining to act, I shall 
have to abandon further proceedings until I know what the Government sentiments 
are on the occasion under the circumstances. 

Yours, &c. 

Edward Kellett. 



Mr. Dease's Reply, addressed to Mr. Hemsworth. 

Sir, Tarbotstown, 13 May 1833. 

I HAVE read Mr. Kellett’s letter, and in answer to it have to say, that I was at 
the chapel of Mayne yesterday during the whole time of service, and that no 
allusion whatever was made by the officiating clergyman to the subject of Tithes, 
either discreet or indiscreet, and that any one who informed him to the reverse 
must have stated a wilful falsehood. I am confident he may collect the Tithe due 
to the Marquess of Westmeath by peaceable means in the parish, and I am fortified 
in this opinion by the conduct of the Rev. Mr. Browne, who has been in the 
receipt of its Tithe for nearly 30 years. His humane and generous conduct is 
known to all, and will I am sure meet its reward by conduct equally liberal on the 
part of this parish. Under these circumstances I must decline calling on the mili- 
tary or police to assist in the collection in this neighbourhood, but am ready, as 
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Correspomlcnce 
lietweeii Genitd 
Dense, Esq. and 
Sir Wm, Gosset. 



Sir Will. Gossot to 
Gonild Dease,Esi].; 
23 May 1833. 



O- Dense, I’sq. to 
Sir Wni. Gossei ; 
24 May 1833. 



Sir Wm. Gosset to 
Gerald Doase,Esq.; 
30 May 1833. 



4 CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO 

I said before, to accompany Mr. Kcllett and give him all the assistance in mv 
power. Siiould he think fit to decline, and represent iny conduct to Government 
I have no dread of the consequence. ’ 

I remain, &c. 

Gerald Dease, 



No. 1— (B.) 

Copy of a LETTER from Sir William Gossd to Gerald Dcase, Esq. 

Sir, Dublin, 23 May 1833. 

I iiAVK siiijinilled to the Lord Lieutenant yovir letter of the I4lii instant and its 
enclosure, adverting to the measure adojitcd liy Mr. KclleU: for the collection of 
Tithes clue to the Marquess of Wcstincalh. By his Excellency's directions I have 
laid those papers before the Crown counsel, who ol)serves that the Guvenmient 
cannot otler any opinion as to the legality or illegality of any deuiaml made for 
Tithes or costs ; at tlio same time he remarks, that the aid of the police ought not 
to be afforded to enforce payment for tithes due in the present month only; such 
assistance ought to granted only in cases of apprehension of violence, of which the 
long delay, or refusal to })ay Lillies, may in many cases raise a presumption; that 
jiresumplion, however, docs not arise in .such a case as the present. 

1 have, dec. 

(signed) Wm. Gosset. 



No. 1.— (C.) 

Copy of a LETTER from G. Dcase, Esq. to Sir IVm. Gosset. 

Sir, Tarbotstown, 24 May 1833. ' 

I HAVE bad the honour of receiving your letter of the 23d instant, and am happy 
to Hud that his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant docs not apfirove of tlie employ- 
ment of the police or military for the collection of Tithes in ihe mode tu!o])tc-d liy 
Mr. Kcllett for the Marquess of Westmeath. 

I am extremely sorry the Crown counsel declines giving an opinion on the legality 
or illegality of the costs cnforceil hy Mr. Kellett. That gentleman left Castlepollard 
last Saturday, purposing to return this week, and is daily expected. As there 
remains some portion of the Tithe uncollccteil I very iiuicli j'car he ivill [lursue the 
same steps he has taken and enforce costs, the legality' of which at he.st ap|>cars to be 
doubtful. It would tlicrefuro he a great satisfaction to me as a magistrate to have 
some decisive opinion, fj'om couqielent autliorily, which would enable me either to 
recommend the submissive payment of the costs, or endeavour to procure that 
redress for the aggrieved which they very much stand in need of. 

I hope ihorerorc I am not asking too much in requesting a decisive answer from 
the Crown counsel, whose duty T presume it is to secure the [icacc of the country 
as much by protecting the innocent as by punishing the guilty. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Gerald Deasc. 



No. i.~(D.) 

Copy of a LETTER from Sir William Gosset to Gerald Dense, Esq. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 30 May 1833. 

AnvP.UTiNG to that part of your letter of the 24th instant, which relates to the 
legality or illegality of the costs charged hy Mr. Kcllett in enforcing the payment of 
Tithes due to the Mui'quess of Westmeath, ns lay impro]M'ialor, I am to acquaint 
you, that ns the particulars of the costs are not stated, the law officer cannot of 
coui'se give any opinion ; but if you will specify them, he will mention what occurs 
JO him upon the subject. 

T imve, &c. 

. (signed) , li'. Oosscl. . 
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employment of military in tithe collection. 



No.i.— (E.) 

Copy of a LETTER from G. Dease, Esq. to Sir JVilliam Gossct. 

Sir, Tarbotstown, Castlepollard, 31 May 1833. 

In reply to your letter of the 30II1, 1 beg to slate that the costs imposed by Mr. g. Dease, E?q, to 
Kellett on each individual charged with them was 195. n | f/. _ This was levied ’ 

M'ithout any previous personal notice served on any one. Advertisements were put ^ 

up for a week in different parts of the neighbourhood, announcing his intention of 
being in Castlepollard on the 8th May to receive Tithes due to the Marquess of 
Westmeath. The majority of the inhabitants owed two years’ Tithe up to the 1st of 
May, inclusive. The annual Tithe of many did not amount to 1 /., and several had 
to pay in addition 195. i\ld. costs. To some few he returned the costs, but in no 
instance, that I heard of, did he send any personal notice. Many on paying the 
costs, told me, they applied to him for the copy or original of the decree he said 
he had against them, which he uniformly refused even to show, but tore some pa[)er 
and threw it on the ground.- When some objected to the payment he handed them 
a latitat, or had latitats served on their houses. This I presume is legal, but I have 
never considered that costs can be legally required when no previous demand has 
been made to the parties, which is what the people complain ot. What I theretore 
respectfully beg to know from the Crown counsel is, “Whether costs can be legally 
required from any individual ou'ing Tithe, without some previous personal demaiul, 
or a personal service of latitat or other law forms. 

1 remain yours, 

(signed) Gerald Deane. 



No. i.~(F.) 

Copy of a LETTER from Sir William Gosset to Gerald Dease, Esq. 

§j|. Dublin Castle, ,5 vTune 1833. .Sir Wm. Gosseiio 

Having siilimilterl to the law adviser your further letter of the 31st ultimo, 

upon the subject of the costs cntorced by M r. Kellett in the collection of Loi d West- 

mealh’s LayTilhes, I am to observe that he finds it impossible to answer the rp e,- 
tion put forward, without knowing the particular circunastances ot each case. In 
many instances costs may be demandable without a previous demand of tiie debt; 
a landlord may distrain without previous demand, and cannot be compelled to 
deliver un the distress witliout payment of the expenses; so a man may sue his debtor 
But the law officer feds it impossible to answer in 



without previous demand, 
a satisfactory u'ay sweeping inquiries of this nature, 



I am, &c. 
(signed) 



IV. Gossel. 



No. 2. 

Copy of a LETTER from Sir H’m. Gosset to the Rev. . Jtyiler, doted 23 March 
1833, objcctins to the Billeliuji of Soldieus for the purpose of gaining an 
Entrance into Houses to di.strain for '’lithes. 

Dublin Castle, 23 March 1833. 

I II AV E received and laid before the Lord I.ieutenant your letter of the I gth m- 
staiit, relative to the system of billeting soldiers, for the porpose of thereby gaining 
an entrance into houses to distrain for Tithes ; and, in reply, I am directed by his 
Excellency to acquaint you that soldiers cannot be permitted to oe billeted tor tlie 
purpose of inducing the proprietor of the house on whom the billet is given to p.iy 
Ills Tithes. If soldiers go out on duty to a distance from their quarters, to which they 
cannot return that day, they must be billeted, as is always the case. 

I have, &c. 

(.signed) IVm. Gosset. 

4^1. A 3 



\Ym, Go«-sei. t 
W. Uy<kT ; 

Mnrcl) 
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Sir Wm. Gossct to 
Major Miller ; 

6 May 1833. 



Sir Wm. Cosset to 
the Reverend 
P. M. Cummins ; 
a.13 May 1833. 



6 EMPLOYMENT OF MILITARY IN TITHE COLLECTION. 

No. 3. 

Copy of a LETTER from Sir fVm. Gossct to Major Miller, dated 6 May 1833 
relative to tlie Assistance required by the Incumbent of llie Union of KiUalliK^h to 
enforce the May Gale of Tithes. 

Elublin Castle, C May 1888 

I HAVE received and laid before the Lord Lieutenant your letter of the 4th instant 
with its accompanying Report from Sub-inspector Prownrigg, relative to the collec- 
tion of Tithes in the parish of Carrens in the Union of Kikullagli, to which opera- 
tion that officer, with a military and police force, is giving protection. In reply, I am 
directed to convey his Excellency’s afiproval of the suggestion oflered liy you regard- 
ing tlic assistance rcquii-ed by tbe Incumbent to enforce [laymcnl of the- May Gale 
and to observe tiiat your instructions arc to alford aid only in cases where the Tithes 
are in arrear, which cannot be considered to be the case, with those due this month. 

I Imve, &c. 

(signed) JFm. Gusset. 



No. 4. 

Copy of a LETTER fiom Sir IVm. Gasset to the Rev. P. M. Cummins, at 

Reynolds’s Plolei, Sackville-strect, Dublin, dated 25 May 1833, relative to the 

Collection of his Tithes. 

Dublin Castle, 25 May 1833. 

With reference^ to your letter of the 20th instant, in which you request to be 
furnished with copies of the informations which have influenced the Government to 
withhold the protection of the authorities in the collection of your Tithes, which had 
been extended to other applicants, the Lord Lieutenant directs me to state, that so 
far back as November last certain of the parisliioiiers of Maglieraclunc represented 
to the Government that in enforcing payment of your Tithes in that parish their 
houses were broken into, and some of the inmates beaten, and that the clothes of 
others were taken away, although they had actually paid your dues. 

Ml. Neville, a inagisirate ot the county of Kilkenny, also coinplainerl of your 
conduct in making use of the police force (granted to jirotect you in collecting your 
Tithes) for the purpose of serving a latitat on him and a brother magistrate, in 
a matter unconnected with Tithes. 

Besides these instances, the attention of Government was directed by Mr. Kirnan, 
a magistrate for Monaghan, to the oppressive act to which you resorted, in driving 
for the half year s tithes, due only on the previous day, and he, on that occasion sug- 
gested that no assistance should be aflbrdcd to you except for tlie collection ot 
arrears. 

In communicating to you this information, his Excellency desires me to add, that 
111 any one of the statements in question, he sees sufficient grounds for withholding 
die aid you require from the Government. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) fVm. Gosset. 
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RETURNS relative to the Employment of the 
Police and Militaet in levying Tithes ia 
Ireland. 




